HOPE MIRLIS

510-842-6761 • hamirlis@gmail.com 

QUALITIFICATON SUMMARY

· Dedicated acting and movement educator. Area of teaching competence includes Beginning and Intermediate Acting for kids and adults, Voice for Actors, Dialects, Modern dance, Jazz dance, Hip Hop, Fundamentals of Movement and Movement for Actors

· Ten years arts administration experience as Co-Producing Artistic Director of Synchronicity Theatre (Atlanta, GA)

· Experienced in devised and collaborative performance work with an emphasis on text and movement

EDUCATION

MFA Dramatic Arts, Acting Concentration, University of California, Davis, June 2009

BA Theater Studies Minor: Business, Emory University, Atlanta, GA, May 1993

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Teaching Artist, Playwriting, Marin Theatre Company, Summer 2010


Create curriculum and teach beginning Playwriting class to kids (ages 9-11) in the 2-week Youth Camp program. The class focused on play structure, organization of creative ideas and sharing work.

Teaching Artist, Movement and Acting, California Shakespeare Theatre, Summer 2010


Work with kids aged 7-17 on two 2-week camps. Taught basic Movement for Actors, as well as engaged the students in beginning yoga, Stanislavski, Meisner, Boal & Laban work. Also choreographed a variety of short dances for selected 30-minute Shakespeare presentations.

Instructor, Beginning Hip Hop Dance, University of California, Davis, Summer Sessions 2008-present


Create curriculum and teach lower division high-energy dance class.  This is course is a practical dance class that also offers history of the hip hop culture, slam/hip hop poetry presentations and guiding the students in choreographing their own final music “videos” for an invited audience.

Teaching Artist/Production Manager, Winters Summer Shakespeare, Summer 2008


Worked with teen participants on a full production of The Tempest performed in City Park (Winters, CA). Assisted the director and producer on production needs including rehearsal and stage set up, as well as educational duties including regular warm-ups, script analysis, movement and vocal work and theatre games.

Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Acting, University of California, Davis, October 2007–June 2009

Solely responsible for instruction of beginning acting class and student evaluations for the Department of Theatre and Dance.  This class is offered to non-majors and strives to provide a greater knowledge of the acting process as well as how to communicate and interact with peers.

Instructor, Fundamentals of Movement, University of California, Davis, October –December 2008 


Create curriculum and teach upper division movement course for the Department of Theatre and Dance.  This is course for Dance and Exercise Biology majors and works within a framework of experiential anatomy, physiology and kinesiology.
Instructor, Aerobics dance and Strength Training, various locations in New York and Atlanta, GA, 1987-1993


Taught fun and energetic fitness classes.  Emphasis on simple choreography and education in anatomy & physiology.

RELATED EXPERIENCE

Sample listing of Choreography and Movement Consultation

Measure for Measure


UC Davis


Randy Symank, director (2008)

Slide Glide the Slippery Slope

Synchronicity


Michele Pearce, director (2004)

Free to Be…You and Me


Synchronicity


Clint Thornton, director (2002-04)

Viva Los Alamos



Sensurround Stagings

Mike Katinsky, director (2000)

Twelfth Night



Georgia Shakespeare

Richard Garner, director (2000)

Cannibal, The Musical


Dad’s Garage


Sean Daniels, director (1998)

WORKSHOPS TAUGHT

Story to Stage, Marin Theatre Co, Mill Valley, CA, January 2010 – present

Teach after school class in creative movement and storytelling. Workshops in conjunction with current production on the School Tour. Grades 1 – 5.

Kids on Track, Epiphany Productions, San Francisco, CA, September 2009 - present

Worked both solo and with Artistic Director Kim Epifano at local public schools to create short site-specific dances with select students. Workshops part of the annual San Francisco Trolley Dances Festival - Grades 5 – 12.

Character Movement, Sacramento Theatre Co. Summer Camp, Sacramento, CA, July 2009


Worked on character development and physical movement. Included Rudolph Laban and Augusto Boal/Theatre of the Oppressed based exercises and games. Grades 3 – 11.

Movement for Actors, Actor’s Express Theatre, Atlanta, GA, Winter 2003


Taught the acting interns basic movement and dance skills as part of their regular curriculum.  Included audition and Jazz dance technique.

MANAGEMENT/PRODUCING EXPERIENCE

Managing Director, Anne Bluethenthal & Dancers, San Francisco, CA

May 2010 – present

· Develop and implement marketing & social media

· Assist with development and grant writing

· Coordinate tours, residencies and bookings

Education and Volunteer Coordinator, Epiphany Productions, San Francisco, CA

March 2010 – present

· Coordinate and train volunteers for annual Trolley Dances festival

· Engage arts educators and schedule workshops in local public schools for our Kids on Track program

Production Manager, Jess Curtis/Gravity, San Francisco, CA

December 2009 – present

· Coordinate and arrange transport and housing of visiting artists for International dance project

· Coordinate and engage production assistants, interns, and volunteers

· Oversee contracting and payment of creative collaborators and technical staff

· Oversee technical needs and logistics, schedules

· Monitor production task lists and time lines to insure timely execution of assigned tasks 

· Design online marketing and send to e-subscribers

Producing Artistic Director, The Dada Cabaret, Davis, CA

2008-2009

· Spearheaded one-day community event honoring the Dada art movement

· Recruited artists and staff

· Raised funds to cover all event expenses – including receiving one of the prestigious 2009 Arts Contracts from the City of Davis

· Handled all marketing efforts and volunteer recruitment

· Worked with team of artists to present a walking tour of Dada performance in Downtown Davis and an evening cabaret on the UC, Davis campus on Saturday, May 16, 2009

Co-Producing Artistic Director, Synchronicity Theatre, Atlanta, GA

1997-2006

· Provided senior-level management of Synchronicity’s day-to-day operations (2007 operating budget $350K)

· Recruited and trained volunteer force which included ushers, special event staff and annual cleaning of office and storage spaces

· Along with the Board of Directors planned and executed six annual special events including The Women in the Arts Panel Luncheon, Naughty & Nice Holiday Cabaret and the Synchronicity Supper Club in conjunction with each of our mainstage shows.

· Responsible for large group sales for both our mainstage and family series productions

· Participated in the planning, managing, play selection, season programming and production of annual season consisting of three mainstage and three plays for families
COMMUNITY SERVICE

· Dramatic advisor for Peer Theatre, UC Davis Campus Violence Prevention 2008

AWARDS

· John W. Shields Award, Department of Theatre & Dance, University of California, Davis – 2009

· Awarded annually by departmental faculty to two graduating seniors and two graduate students for outstanding ability and progress in the area of acting.

· Alice N. Benston Award in Theatre Studies, Emory University –1999

· Awarded annually by departmental faculty to not more than two graduating seniors or recent graduates who have shown exceptional dedication, promise, and intellectual rigor to encourage their continuing education in theater.
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